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Daily vs. weekly newspapers
By ASHLEY DUNBAR

When you think of a newspaper
you think of community events,
poiltics, streeters, cartoons, and
sports. But have you ever picked
up two different kinds of newspa-
pers and wondered what the dif-
ferences were.

A daily newspaper and weekly
newspaper may appear the same,
but each has differences that
aren’t always apparent to the
average reader.

Colin MacLean, a reporter at
the Truro Daily news, in Truro,
N.S., said the two main differ-
ences between a daily and a
weekly would be the work load
and deadlines.

“From what I've gathered from
talking with friends who work at
weeklies is that they might aver-
age about one, maybe two stories
a day. While at a daily you are
producing at least two stories a
day and doing as many standalone
pictures as you can.”

Daily reporters also have to
worry about fitting enough writ-
ing time into their day to make it
out of work at a decent time, said
MacLean.

“But on the flip side, you will
find a lot of quality hard news
stories and features in weeklies.
Dailies are a mad dash away from
the ever-approaching deadline
every day, at least that's the way I
feel.”

Overall, there really isn’t a
whole lot of a difference between
a daily and a weekly, said
MacLean.

“They are both papers and have
the same basic content, one is just
a little more timely than the oth-
er.”

As far as skills go for working
at a daily compared to a weekly,
MacLean said time management
is the biggest difference.

“At a daily I've been told to take
no longer than 15 minutes to
complete a photo assignment and
absolutely no longer than a half
hour to 45 minutes to complete a
story assignment, unless I've been
otherwise cleared to take longer
by my editors.”

A 300-word story should take
no longer than an hour to write,
said MacLean.

“This is an ideal situation and
one that my editors have told me
to follow as much as possible.
Unfortunately, in the real world it

can take longer to do assignments
and for a green reporter writing
can take quite a bit longer then
expected. But these are skills that
come with experience and I've
noticed my own story turnaround
time improving the more work I
do.”

The public is more likely to
read a paper they know will pro-
duce quality stories, regardless of
it being a daily or weekly, he said.

“The public isn't stupid, they
know who will produce the better
copy and will follow that paper.
Better reporters produce better
stories, which sells more papers
and makes the company more
money. At least that's what I
think.”

Shawn Merrithew, a reporter for
the twice-week newspaper in
Woodstock, N.B., the Bugle-
Observer, said working at a daily
would be much less stressful.

“You work on one or two stories
a day, make a few phone calls.
Whereas in a weekly it can get
confusing sometimes.”

Working at a daily allows you
to get your skills to the high level
because you are focused on one
topic such as politics, sports, or
court. In a weekly, you have to be
able to cover different topics.

Typically dailies are located in

larger cities because they have
more going on, said Merrithew.

Christy Marsters, a reporter for
the Hants Journal in Windsor,
N.S., said she thinks the biggest
different between a daily and a
weekly is the deadlines.

“Deadlines at a weekly are a lit-
tle more relaxed. I think one area
where a weekly may have an
advantage over a daily is that
there is a little more time to cor-
rect human error and to get to
focus and understand the atmos-
phere of the community. There's
more time to figure out what the
communities interests are.”

Although Marsters has never
worked at a daily, she really
enjoys weeklies.

“I like that I don't feel as pres-
sured with deadlines. I like hav-
ing that bit of extra time to get to
know many of the people in my
little community, and being able
to carry something over a week if
I'm not comfortable with it and I
think a story needs that extra
voice.”

To work at a daily you have to
be really good at managing stress
and pressure, more than you
would at a weekly, said Marsters.

“I think at a weekly paper you
have to be a bit more sensitive to
the needs of the community

because, where I work, you're
dealing with the same people reg-
ularly.”

It depends on the reader
whether or not they prefer a daily
or a weekly, said Marsters.

“If you're looking for the quick
bites and direct news, you're
probably going to be more inter-
ested in the dailies. And if you
like the longer community and
human interest pieces, you're
probably going to be more inter-
ested in the weeklies because,
again, weeklies have a bit more
time to write the longer stories.”

Raissa Tetanish, a reporter at the
Amherst Daily News, in Amherst,
N.S. said, there are a number of
differences between working at a
daily compared to a weekly, but
mainly it's the deadline. 

“You've got less time to work
on your stories at a daily, because
you constantly need to fill space
day after day. It's nothing to com-
plete six or seven stories in one
day at a daily. It's more of a go,
go, go atmosphere.”

A daily offers your readers
something new every day, said
Tetanish

“Dailies offer more up-to-date
news than a weekly does, but nei-
ther offer up-to-the-minute news.
A daily also gives the journalist a

chance to experience more on a
day-to-day basis.”

Tetanish said she prefers work-
ing at a daily.

“At a daily, you have to be more
focused on your deadline and
what needs to be done by the end
of the day for the next day's
paper. At a weekly, you've got a
few days to work on things, so it's
easy to put things off and procras-
tinate.”

Working at a daily, a journalist
definitely needs a good work eth-
ic, but more importantly, time
management skills. 

“Journalists at a daily need to
prioritize things,what needs to be
finished first to run in the next
publication, what can be set aside
to finish the next day if needed,
and what might be time sensitive
and when that piece has to run.”

Readers for dailies and weeklies
differ, said Tetanish. 

“A daily offers the reader more
hard news than a weekly can, but
features are great for weeklies.”

At the paper Tetanish is with
now, she has her slow days and
very busy days.

“There are some days where I'd
be working on five or six stories,
but can't reach anyone, so it feels
like nothing has been accom-
plished at the end of the day. But
then there are days when I'll write
four of my own stories, with
interview, rewrite three or four
press releases that come in, cover
provincial court, find a front page
photo, then shoot something like
Halloween.”

Tetanish said in a small town
and working for a small publica-
tion, there may not be many
reporters in the news room, mean-
ing the more things you knew, the
more valuable you are.

“I'm currently the only one with
a background in photography, so
I'm expected to find photos on
storm days, or when we have no
front page photo. I'm also the one
that covers court on a daily basis,
and uploads the website every
day. It gets busy.”

One of the most important
things about working at any pub-
lication is to observe and respect
deadlines. 

“Deadlines are there for a rea-
son, from advertisements to arti-
cles.”

So the next time you pick up a
news paper take the time to con-
sider the differences.

Tyler Savoie (left) explores the daily edition of The Guadrian newspaper. Friend James Murray
enjoys the communittee events of The 40-Mile County Commentator. (Dunbar photo)
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Coping with pressure to be number one
Are increasing pressures on media to be first with the story hurting basic journalism?

By AL MACLEOD

One of the most important basic
rules of journalism, in any form of
media, is to get the facts when
reporting a story to properly
inform the audience.

If the story does not contain the
facts because the journalist did not
stick to the fundamentals of
reporting and check the source or
the validity of the information giv-
en, the story has the potential to
mislead anyone exposed to it.  

This is normally a career killer
for anyone in this business. 

However, with the emergence of
the Internet and 24-hour news
channels over the last number of
years, a shift by media outlets
from getting the facts straight to
being first to break a story or get-
ting the exclusive scoop has been
taking place.

Adding to the problem is
increasingly smaller newsroom
staffs, which often translates into
general reporters taking on a num-
ber of items, such as editing video
for the Internet or laying out photo
spreads, things they would not
have been responsible for in the
past. This takes time away from
researching stories to get a full and
accurate account.

Not getting that full account
plays into the hands of people,
most often politicians, looking to
manipulate the media and get only
their message across – the very
thing news outlets have always
tried to avoid at all costs.  

Bill McGuire, the news editor
with The Guardian has over 18
years editing experience. He said
the policy in his newsroom is to
always try to get more than one
point of view to get a balanced sto-
ry.

“The rule of thumb is, we’ll
always go after the second voice.”

The government is well aware of
the pressures facing the media and
have positions created to exploit
them, McGuire said.

“Every department has a com-
munications person, and a lot of
them have more than one.”

With many stories, especially
political stories, there is more than
one point of view, McGuire said.

“There’s three sides to every sto-
ry, the government’s side, the
opposition’s side and somewhere

in the middle, the truth.”
It is always important to have the

most balanced story possible, even
if you won’t be the first to break
news on a particular topic,
McGuire said.

“Sometimes you have to
acknowledge you’re going to get
beat.”

Wayne Thibodeau, a political
reporter with The Guardian, said
he sees a disturbing trend with
“clean hit” stories getting into the
news without balanced coverage
or proper research.

“I am very fearful of McJournal-

ism.”
The pressure on journalists with

24-hour news channels and updat-
ing the websites constantly is mag-
nified by the fact newsroom staffs
are shrinking and reporters are
often doing more than they can
handle, Thibodeau said.

“Journalists are under immense
pressure.  I think it’s only going to
get worse.”

Still, there are things journalists
need to remember when dealing
with potential spin, especially in
smaller markets like P.E.I., Thi-
bodeau said.

“The government needs us as
much as we need them.”

John Jeffery, legislative reporter
for CBC TV’s Compass, said
adding to the temptation and pres-
sure for reporters are possible jobs
in the future with the government
in power.

“If you look at what happened
after the last election, you see a
number of journalists who went
into public relations.”

The most important thing is how
the audience sees you, even more
important than being the first to
break a story or getting an exclu-

sive, Jeffery said.
“If they don’t trust you, they

don’t respect your broadcast.”
There are too many dangers of

not getting the facts in a story and
it’s something that should be
avoided at all costs, Jeffery said.

“I don’t think there’s an excuse
for unbalanced coverage.”

The CBC finds ways to deal with
the pressure of quick delivery and
fast-breaking news to avoid unbal-
anced coverage, Jeffery said.

“We do follow-ups to get the sto-
ry straight.”

Donna Allen, senior producer
with CBC Island news radio, said
a big issue with getting the facts
straight on a story is not always
lack of time. Sometimes it’s hard
to get a straight answer during an
interview, even asking a question
numerous times.

“Often journalists just give up.” 
Spin isn’t always false and usu-

ally contains the facts. 
Often information is put in a pos-

itive or negative light depending
on how it benefits the person giv-
ing the information, Allen said.

“They (politicians) are in the
business of telling you the mes-
sage they want to get across.”

It is getting more challenging to
get a well-balanced story and free
of spin considering the pressures
on the media to deliver in a short
time frame with little resources
and to beat the competition. It’s a
choice journalists face, Allen said.

“Are you going to be first or are
you going to get it right? It’s
important to get it right.”

The trend is not a move toward
ignoring basic journalism to keep
up with the pressures, as long as
journalists keep with what they are
taught, Allen said.

“I think journalism schools are
doing a good job. People don’t last
in this field if they aren’t good at
it.”

As newer generations grow more
and more dependant on the Inter-
net for news and demand it as up-
to-date as possible, the time for
getting the balanced coverage and
researching all the facts is getting
short.

When issues like smaller news-
rooms, increased competition, and
pressure to perform on a consistent
basis are factored in, the time is
that much shorter.

From left, CBC legislative reporter John Jeffery interviews P.E.I. Provincial Treasurer Wes Sheri-
dan during a reporter scrum in the lobby of the Legislative Assembly on Nov. 19 in Charlottetown.
Also present were reporters from Ocean 100 and CFCY.
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Independent in a corporate era
By TAUNYA MURCHISON

They’re becoming more rare by
the year, yet often they have a big
impact in the lives of their readers. 

Independent, weekly newspapers
have been competing with daily,
corporate-owned newspapers for
years, however, in the past decade
the number of independents has
declined in Atlantic Canada. 

Paul MacNeill, publisher of the
West Prince and Eastern Graphics,
said more than half of the mem-
bers involved in the Canadian
Association of Journalists from
Atlantic Canada are from bigger
newspaper owners like Brunswick
News or Transcontinental. 

That has happened in the past
five or six years, MacNeill said. 

MacNeill became publisher in
1998 when his father Jim Mac-
Neill died of a sudden heart attack. 

One of his biggest challenges
taking over the family business
was transferring the newspaper to
a second generation. 

“We had to build confidence of
the staff, confidence of our readers
and confidence of our advertisers,”
said MacNeill. 

Depending on how one would
define the term success, MacNeill
said his papers have many people
to thank. 

“We have a lot of very long-serv-
ing people who care about the
product and community … and I
think that shows in the papers.”

MacNeill said having good rela-
tions with people in the communi-
ties is very important to his paper
and the roughly 20 full-time work-
ers they employ. 

“That’s how we learn what’s
going on. You don’t get that from
politicians or press releases. It’s
never of interest.”

In the future, MacNeill said
whether or not the market will be
with papers or the Internet, people
will adapt. 

“Internet delivery may be the
primary way in 10 to 25 years, but
it’s the content that matters, not the
product it’s put on.”

David MacDonald graduated
from the journalism program at
Holland College in the spring of
2006. He was hired at the West
Prince Graphic, then moved to the

The Eastern Graphic and has been
there since. While in college, Mac-
Donald worked at two newspapers
operated by the Irving-owned,
Brunswick News newspaper chain
in New Brunswick. 

MacDonald said one of the rea-
sons independent newspapers
attract loyal readership is trust. 

“P.E.I. is a pretty small market,
so I know with a community paper
there’s a lot more stories about
people in it. 

“Someone’s more likely to see a
story about someone they know
when it’s a community paper.”

In his job, MacDonald notices
people in eastern P.E.I. are usually
more willing to talk to The Eastern

Graphic because they feel it’s their
paper. 

Because The Eastern Graphic is
a weekly, independent paper, Mac-
Donald said things work a bit dif-
ferently in the newsroom, includ-
ing having more time for inter-
views and getting to know the peo-
ple in the community. 

Bigger papers have more
resources than independent papers,
so that poses a challenge, said
MacDonald. 

Kim Kierans, a journalism pro-
fessor at the University of King’s
College in Halifax, has an exten-
sive career in the journalism
industry. 

She says weekly, independent

newspapers are her favourite. 
Her career started in photogra-

phy and has since included every-
thing from work in P.E.I. newspa-
pers, to CBC radio, to some work
on television. 

For 13 years she has been at
King’s, where much of her
research is on community newspa-
pers and media concentration. 

When Kierans was beginning to
work in the media, there were a lot
more independent newspapers in
Atlantic Canada and competition
was often friendly, she said. 

Most of the competition was
aimed at the provincial papers,
said Kierans. 

“The independent papers had to

provide readers with more depth,
context and focus more locally
than what a daily could  provide.”

One of the most important skills
an independent newspaper should
possess is simple, said Kierans.

“They have to be rooted deeply
in their community. That’s what a
successful paper needs.”

Kierans recalls working at The
Eastern Graphic, when the late
publisher, Jim MacNeill, walked
into the office one day and
removed all the chairs from the
reporter’s desks. 

“It was so we couldn’t depend on
telephone journalism. He told us to
be out at the coffee shops and are-
nas and meet people in the com-
munity. 

“He was a genius of a man.” 
Although strong community ties

and loyal employees are essential
with an independent newspaper,
Vernon Oickle, editor for the
Bridgewater Bulletin and Lunen-
burg Progress Enterprise in Nova
Scotia, said there’s another impor-
tant element to success. 

“Today it’s hurdling economic
challenges, shrinking revenues and
rising costs, whether it’s because
of technology, environment prob-
lems or staffing issues. 

“It’s a small market place and
we’re all competing  for the same
money,” said Oickle. 

Independent newspapers need to
make money if they want to con-
tinue to compete in a corporate
world, said Oickle. 

“Primarily, your number one
focus is to get your news out there,
but equally important is making
enough money to stay afloat.”

The papers, which employ about
45 people, pride themselves in
covering the news each week, but
their staff is also involved in vari-
ous organizations and charities. 

“One, we are a news service. But
two, our employees are still ordi-
nary members of the community.”

Oickle has worked with one
main philosophy for the 20 years
of his editing history. 

“The paper goes in someone’s
house one day, but you don’t want
it to go out the door the same day.
That the newspaper will stay
around the house for the people to
enjoy.”

Paul MacNeill, publisher of The West Prince and Eastern Graphics, took over in 1998 when his
father, Jim MacNeill, an Island pioneer in the news industry, died. Photo courtesy of The Eastern
Graphic 

Deep roots in the community a key for weekly newspapers competing in Atlantic Canada, professor says
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By CHRISTINA SUKIE

Marie Labobe went out one
night determined to stab an older
woman. As she was about to do it,
a younger girl jumped in front of
the victim and ended up getting
stabbed.

Headlines in newspapers across
the country described the heroic
young girl, but what about
Labobe, who had once lived in
P.E.I.?

Pat Martel, a CBC reporter in
P.E.I., wanted to know what led
the 18-year-old girl to do this, so
he called her in Ontario where she
was sent for psychiatric assess-
ment.

After a few tries to reach her in
jail, he got through.

“Marie, I’d like to do an inter-
view with you,” he asked.

“Yeah, go ahead,” she replied.
Martel spoke with Labobe while

his producer listened to the con-
versation.

“Ask her is we could go up
there to Ontario to interview her,”
the producer said.

“Marie, could we come up there
to interview you,” Martel asked.

“Sure,” Labobe said.
“Look now, we’re not going to

come all the way up there and
you changed your mind. Is it OK
really?” Martel asked.

“Yeah, absolutely,” she said.
CBC booked the tickets and

Martel flew to Ontario to see her.
Martel went to the mental insti-

tution where she was being held.
He was asked not to bring any
sharp objects, just his recorder.
Guards stood on either side of
Labobe during the six-hour inter-
view.

Labobe told Martel many sto-
ries, about her time in P.E.I.

She lived in a house with nurses
in Stratford and a UPEI student
was hired to look after her at
night, but no one told the student
Labobe was diagnosed with hav-
ing over 40 different personalities.

One night, the two girls rented
some horror movies. While
watching it, Labobe went into the

kitchen for a knife and rope.
Labobe tied the student up, turned
off the lights, poured cleaning flu-
id over her and flicked matches
around the student.

“Wow, boy, Marie has quite an
imagination,” Martel thought
while listening to her story.

After the interview, he had to
find out if what Labobe said was
true.

With only a first name, no help
from the province and only what
Labobe told him, it took a while
for him to find the student. When
he found her, she told the same
story.

After two months of investigat-
ing, a 45-minute piece aired on
Island Morning.

This kind of in-depth reporting
has seen some growth in news-
rooms compared to years before.

According to the study The
Changing Newsroom released
July 21, 2008 by the Project for
Excellence in Journalism (PEJ) in
the U.S., investigative journalism
has received more support than it
did three years ago. Staffing grew
30 per cent in the newsrooms sur-
veyed.

Still, Martel said investigative
reporting is a technique many
reporters today aren’t using as
often as they should. 

“I think it’s almost a lost art
and that a lot of reporters just
cover the basics of the story.”

A senior reporter for the Ottawa
Citizen, Gary Dimmock said
when it comes to taking the time
to do an investigative piece, you
have to want to do the story.

“You’ve got to really care about
a story to actually hit it out the
park.”

Fred Vallance-Jones, an assis-
tant professor at the University of
King’s College School of Journal-
ism in Halifax, said it’s an impor-
tant kind of reporting for any
newspaper.

“Investigative journalism is one
of those things that makes news-
paper journalism distinctive and
actually draws in readers.”

One of CBC’s reporters in its

investigative unit, David Mckie,
said investigative reporting is an
important part of the media.

“I think all in all, it’s alive and
well. Is it as robust as it could be?
Well, I guess it never is, especial-
ly in a age of cutbacks and so
on.”

The Changing Newsroom sur-
vey found over 90 per cent of
newsroom executives from larger
papers considered investigative
reporting “very essential” com-
pared to just over 52 per cent of
their peers from smaller papers.

Mckie said many big news-
rooms are putting more time and
money into it.

“Media outlets are doing it.
They never do it as much as they
could, but I think that it’s fair to
say at least the major media out-
lets anyway are devoting consid-
erable resources to
investigative/enterprise report-
ing.”

There are numerous challenges
involved when doing investigative
reporting, said all four journalists.

They noted a series of factors -
a lack of time, not wanting to
give readers a superficial story,
sources reluctant to talk, news-
rooms not recognizing its impor-
tance, government resisting the
release of documents and difficul-
ty selling ideas to your editor.

Martel said reporters are often
swamped with stories, so they
can’t find time to do an investiga-
tive piece.

“We have so many stories, so
many deadlines, that we often
can’t have the luxury of doing
investigative journalism.”

The interview with Labobe 15
years earlier was effortless, he
said.

“That was the easy part, in the
sense I spent the next two months
trying to find out what she said
was true.”

Dimmock said you have to put
in the hours.

“It is not a 9-5 or a 8-4 or what-
ever. It’s all over the ... map. I do
stuff basically whenever. A lot of
that’s at home at night. After my

pirates go to sleep, then I go
down to basement and do my
thing.”

Jones said completing such sto-
ries is time consuming.

“Because you’re after the whole
story or the slice you’re after, you
have to fill in all the squares in
the quilt so to speak. It just takes
time.”

Martel said all angles of a story
aren’t always told because of the
lack of investigative reporting.

“They don’t take the time to
peel away the layers to find out
really what is going on, what is
the truth from all sides, rather
than just doing something that’s
superficial and easy to do.”

Sources for investigative stories
are often relucant to talk, Dim-
mock said.

“These folks, they don’t want to
talk. This isn’t something like a
press conference where you go
there, put out your tape recorder
and catch spit for a living.”

Mckie said getting people to
talk is one of the hardest things.

“Getting people to respond to
allegations in your report can be
troubling and frustrating. 

“It can be impossible. It can be
many things, but I think that’s the
tough part, getting people to
cooperate.”

Dimmock said there aren’t more
reporters in this field because
newspapers doesn’t recognize its
importance.

“You got newspapers that do not
understand the value of enterprise
reporting. and ... that means you
do not have folks in positions to
do that kind of reporting.”

But Jones said investigative
journalism has the potential to
grow.

“I think it has a bright future
and I think that, in many ways,
for example in the United States,
we’re seeing the appearance of
non-profit investigative journal-
ism creators.”

ProPublica is one which pro-
duces investigative journalism.
He also mentioned CBC’s contin-
uing reporting with the Investiga-

tive Unit and it’s collaborations
with the Toronto Star newspaper.

Mckie said many steps in an
investigative story are difficult.

“Almost every step of investiga-
tive reporting, or trying to get the
stuff to air or print, can be chal-
lenging.”

While there are challenges
reporters face, there are rewarding
aspects of it including prompting
change, getting to the bottom of a
story, challenging government
and loving the work you do.

Martel said it’s better than giv-
ing readers just the surface of a
story.

“I think that you get to the bot-
tom of things. Because so often
we’re so superficial that we just
give people sort of a general idea
of this is going on, rather than
getting to what’s really happening
out there.”

Jones said it gives reporters and
readers the chance to find out
information people don’t want
publicized.

“Investigative journalism seeks
to tell the reader about things they
otherwise wouldn’t find out
about. 

“Generally it seeks to find out
about things somebody definitely
doesn’t want the public to know.”

It serves society, readers, the
publication as well as the reporter
whose career will rise as they do
more of these stories, he said.

“It turns up problems that
wouldn’t otherwise be known and
publications who do it are seen by
the readership to be digging into
things.”

Dimmock said doing this report-
ing is a benefit on its own.

“I don’t have to rent a lot of
movies. I find that this stuff is
actually a lot more fun. I love it.”

Having the power to change
something by writing a story is
great, he said.

“Who wouldn’t want to expose
stuff and tell untold stories and
prompt change just by writing
stuff. 

“That’s an incredible feeling
when you think about it.”

Digging deep
A look into the ups and downs of investigative reporting
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Freelance - frugalities, freedoms, frustrations
By ELLEN KLEIN

A few years ago, Allan Lynch, a
Holland College journalism pro-
gram graduate from the early
1970s, was compelled to leave
work and return to his home
province of Nova Scotia from
Ontario to help care for his ailing
father.  

Until then he had been writing
and editing for community news-
papers for about 17 years.  

While in Nova Scotia, he con-
cluded that when he returned to
the job market it would not be in
newspaper writing or editing. He
was bored with that kind of jour-
nalism.

“When he (Lynch’s father) died
that freed me up to do some free-
lance.”

He decided freelancing would
give him the variety he craved.

“I can throw myself with a pas-
sion into something and then
move on.”

As he did not have a family to
support, he realized the lack of a
salary wouldn’t be a factor in the
decision.

‘It suits my lifestyle,” Lynch
said.

For most freelancers he knows,
freelancing provides mad money,
above their regular earnings.

For Kevin Yarr, a Holland Col-
lege graduate of 1985 and now
webmaster at CBC in Charlotte-
town, freelancing gave him and
his partner a small income as she
pursued graduate studies at
Guelph University. There was a
recession, he said.

“Freelancing was what was out
there.”

Yarr spent almost two years in
Guelph freelancing, then moved
to England and back to the Mar-
itimes, where he freelanced until
about 2006. He’s now with the
CBC.

Lynch said to be a freelancer, a
writer has to think about his life
and priorities. Sometimes lifestyle
changes need to be made to
accommodate a lower, less pre-
dictable income.

“You’ve got to step things
down. You learn that you don’t
really need as much as you
think.”

When Yarr started out, he and
his partner had no children and
were living off her graduate stud-
ies and his freelancing incomes.

“We were poor.”

Like any other writer, a free-
lancer has to have a good story
sense, Lynch said. But there are
other considerations. Like time
management, which is a huge
issue.

“You’ve  got to be organized.”
Yarr said organization was defi-

nitely a key issue. Most impor-
tantly, a freelancer has to be con-
stantly on top of the six-month
cycle of pitching, writing and
cashing the paycheque.

“I came into it pretty early on
that there was a business aspect to
it.”

Lori Mayne, a Carleton journal-
ism school graduate of 2001 and a
full-time reporter and photogra-
pher at the Journal Pioneer in
Summerside, picks up some free-
lance work every month or two,
she said.

“I’m learning to set deadlines
for myself.”

Elizabeth Patterson agreed.
She’s a 1983 Kings College jour-
nalism honours graduate with
experience at CBC TV, CTV and
as editor and reporter at the Cape
Breton Post, who now freelances
occasionally.  

“It’s all about timing. You’re not
going to get paid professionally if
you don’t act professionally.”

She advises anyone wanting to
succeed at freelancing not to pro-
crastinate. After finishing an
interview, writing should start
immediately.

“Get it done when you get it
done.”

Lynch stresses a writer also
needs to know when and how to
pitch a story idea to an editor.

“An editor can usually recog-
nize a dilettante from far away.”

Mayne has never had to pitch a
story idea as she freelances part-
time and depends on her newspa-
per employment for income. 

In the beginning, Mayne was
approached by editors who got
her name either from a former
university professor or someone
has called the Journal Pioneer
looking for a local writer.

“I enjoy it when I do it, but I
don’t pitch it.”

Patterson has been approached
mainly on the merit of her work.

In addition, she plays the flute
and has produced two CDs. 

She doesn’t need to depend on
her freelancing as her only source
of income, but she has made
some good money  from it, she

said.
“I’m not really good at pitching

myself.”
Lynch said editors get hit with a

lot pitches.
“You’ve got to be good to stand

out.”
Over the years, he has devel-

oped a schedule that works well
for him. He does the bulk of his
writing from about 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. each day, Monday to Friday.

“By about 3:30 to 4 p.m. I’m
brain dead.”

Then he uses evenings and
weekends to think about ideas,
most of which he gets from news-
stands, libraries and other writers’
profiles. 

Often he will get a new idea
from his travels, which have been
extensive. During his travels he
often meets editors, but resists the
tempation to pitch an idea to them
while at leisure.

“Never, ever pitch an editor
when you’re on a trip like that.”

He advises writers to use the
opportunity to strike up a rapport

and pitch the idea to the editor as
soon as they return to the office.
Lynch’s experience as an editor in
small town newspapers isn’t hurt-
ing him in this respect.

When he gets an idea for a sto-
ry, he thinks “Who would be

interested in that?”
“It’s got to interest my readers

and I’ve got to be able to pitch it
to somebody.”

If the topic interests him, he
uses that as a gauge to know it
will interest his readers,

“I really know my readers.” 
Lynch writes for the travel

industry and for trade magazines.
Three American and one Canadi-
an.

“A lot of writers don’t consider
trade magazines. There is steady
work.”

He doesn’t write about technol-
ogy, but said it is good to be pre-
pared to write about anything.

Yarr is versatile too. 
“I write  about whales, beer and

business financing.”
Patterson has also written on

diverse subjects. Anything from
how a canal system works to
book reviews for the Halifax Her-
ald, her latest labour of love.

“You write exactly what they
tell you.”

Lynch said the idea of writing
for blogs appeals to him as it
seems lucrative. Most blogs prob-
ably generate between $5,000 and
$6,000 per month.

However, Yarr thinks the Inter-
net works against the freelancer.

“It’s made writing in general
seem less expensive.”

Sometimes, Lynch feels discon-
nected from people as the bulk of
his interviews are done over the
phone.

Mayne agreed. When she is
writing freelance articles in her
apartment she feels disconnected
with the community. Phone inter-
views  from home have the same
effect.  

She misses the activity of the
newsroom and can’t see the day
when she would freelance full-
time, she said.

“It can be very lonely.”
Lynch has experienced success

with editors who turn to him reg-
ularly for his professionalism and
product.

“I’ve really been blessed with
the editors I’ve worked with.”

To  get a good start, you need to
market yourself. It’s not unlike
being a musician, but you are on
your own, he said.

“You need to sell yourself. You
always have to be pitching.”

As for ego, that fragile idea
soon gets lost in the workload.

“It’s not about yourself.”

Allan Lynch, a freelancer from the Annapolis Valley in Nova Sco-
tia, writes travel and business articles. Elllen Klein photo

Lori Mayne, reporter and pho-
tographer for the Journal Pio-
neer. Journal Pioneer photo



By KATHERINE HUNT

It’s always one of the first ques-
tions they are asked.

As one of those first-year stu-
dents sitting at a table looking at
all the other new faces Jonathan
Russell heard one of the first
questions instructor Rick
MacLean always asks “How
many of you are in this because
you wanted to write?”

The hands went up and Russell
was one of them.

Russell started the program in
2001 and during his first on the
job training he learned how to
take criticism.

Not everyone is kind to begin-
ning journalists, even if it’s their
first internship at a paper, even if
it’s their first day.

For Russell’s first story during
his placement at the the St. John’s
Express in Newfoundland, he was
insulted by the interviewee.

“The woman started going off
about how I must be a student
because everything I was saying
was bad.”

Although he hung his head
walking home through the mall
that afternoon, Russell didn’t let it
discourage him. When he graduat-
ed in 2003 he went to UPEI to do
the two-plus-two program, the
joint degree run by the two
schools.

After the first year he decided
not to go back and quickly got a
job reporting sports in the sister
newspapers the Crag and Canyon
and Canmore Leader in Alberta.

Now, he lives in Forteau,
Labrador covering 300 km of its
southern coast writing for the
Northern Pen, a newspaper based
in St. Anthony, Nfld. 

He works from a home-made
office in his two-bedroom apart-
ment. It’s a different atmosphere
for Russell who’s used to working
in a newsroom, even when he was
in college.

“The course was very modelled
after a newsroom,” said Laura
Jean Grant, a reporter for the
Cape Breton Post. She graduated
in 2001 and was a second-year in
the first class MacLean taught at
Holland College.

She spent five weeks at her first
internship at the Port Hawkesbury
Reporter in Cape Breton and
came back to P.E.I to work at a
gift shop.

The editor from the newspaper

called her at work and offered her
a job.

“I was blown away by the job
offer, but I wanted to finish out
school.”

For her second internship she
went to the Cape Breton Post and
by the end of it a job opened.
Grant got the position and fin-
ished her last few weeks of school
while she was there.

She has worked for the Cape
Breton Post for six years and
moved from general news report-
ing to arts and entertainment.

Moving quickly into the busi-
ness and climbing the ladder from
news reporter to a reporter with a
beat can be a time consuming
task, but for Teresa Wright, a
political reporter for the
Guardian, it took her just the two
years she spent in the program.

She studied English literature
and writing at Dalhousie Univer-
sity and at UPEI, but she wanted
to be able to pay her bills by

doing something with her love of
writing. 

She thought about the Journal-
ism program at Holland College
and called MacLean asking for
more information.

“When he talked about how
quickly we’d be going on OJT
(on-the-job internship) it really
drew me to the course,” said
Wright. Her first internship was at
the Guardian, the provincial
newspaper in P.E.I. It later
became her full-time workplace.

She graduated in 2008. During
the summer after her first year she
started doing stories the weekend
reporter for the Guardian at the
time didn’t have room to do.

After the reporter stopped doing
weekends, Wright took on the
role. She worked weekends and
holidays there for the year, had a
job at Tim Hortons and she's a
full-time mom.

Because of her role as a parent,
Wright was determined to get a

career in the journalism.
“With William, I had too much

to lose not to do well.”
When her course ended at Hol-

land College, reporter Ron Ryder
left his job at the Guardian creat-
ing a job opening to fill.

Wright found herself going into
the offices of the editors and ask-
ing them for more work, and the
job.

“I kept coming in and telling
them to hire me,” said Wright.

Though reporters from across
Canada applied for the position, it
was Wright who got it.

It started as a general reporter,
then grew to political reporting. 

Because of the push of mother-
hood, Wright took on initiatives
to finish work all the hands
around her were giving her, and
in the end it paid off.

“It’s not because I’m special or
better than anybody else,” said
Wright. “My circumstances made
me be that way.”

Her classmate, Steve Brun,
eearned his degree in English at
UPEI and joined the program to
further a career.

During his first year in the Jour-
nalism program Brun wrote his
day in the life piece, an 800-word
story about a person a student fol-
lowed around, on a P.E.I. Rocket
tutoring session.

When he was at home he heard
the phone ring. It was his mom.

“Is this the Steve Brun that was
in the Guardian this morning?”

The Guardian had bought the
story for $35.

And his mom wasn’t the only
person to recognize his name in
the paper, instructor Wayne
Young noticed it too.

“Wayne showed it to the entire
class,” said Brun.

His name appeared more in the
Guardian when he took on a one-
day-a-week reporting job in his
second year.

His first and second internship
were at the Halifax Daily News,
but the second year didn’t go as
planned.

In his last week there the paper
closed abruptly.

“I thought: Oh crap, there’s
friends I made there who are out
of the job. People with wives and
kids,” said Brun.

He woke up that morning and
checked the Daily News website,
only to find a screen with green
highlighted news links instead of
the usual red. The top story was
the closing of the Daily News.

He decided to go to work just in
case and sure enough a man was
standing at the door with his arms
folded, a security guard turning
people away.

“Any of your stuff will be
mailed to you,” he told Brun.

When he went back to school
early he finished up work for
class, graduated, then jumped
from an eight-week summer
internship at Summerside’s Jour-
nal Pioneer to freelancing and
weekend reporting for the
Guardian.

Recently he accepted a full time
job at the Eastern Graphic in
Montague.

Many graduates from the Jour-
nalism program go on to become
more than just writers, they
become journalists.

“I love having something new
every day where you talk to all
kinds of people,” said Grant.

Dec 5., 2008 Page 7

From classroom to newsroom

Steve Brun reading a story he wrote for the Guardian in the newspaper. Submitted photo
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By MELISSA MCINNIS

With the increase in the people
using the Internet to get their
news, there has also been a jump
in the use of blogs as a news
resource.

A blog is an online log of per-
sonal thoughts that usually
reflects the opinion of the author.

But what can blogs bring to the
newspaper industry?

They are an extra feature for
the media, said Sean Kelly, a
reporter for the News in New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

A journalist sometimes has a
word count, which puts a limit on
what they can write, said Kelly.

"Blogs can give the public a
better understanding of the back-
round behind something."

Blogs are also helpful because
they bring readership to the online
version of the paper, he said.

In an effort to increase the
online readership at the News, it
was decided reporters would start
a blog.

“They help with their (paper)
online components,” Kelly said.

He has been the only one to
keep up a blog on the website.

“It’s good for me because I can
interject my own opinion,” he
said.

One problem he’s seen with
bloggers is some aren’t keeping
them up, leading to less of a read-
ership, Kelly said.

Another problem he has faced
with blogs is people who copy
and paste whole articles he and
others have written onto their
websites without permission.

A group made a website dedi-
cated to an issue. The News had
written articles about the issue.
They took full articles Kelly and
others wrote and pasted them onto
their site without the knowledge
of the reporters, Kelly said.

When Kelly writes about an
issue and uses material from an
article he will only take a para-
graph, say where the article came
from and comment on the article
in his own words.

Fair use isn’t fully defined for
blogs, making it a gray area, said

Kelly.
But not every blog is aimed at

helping the public to get a better
understanding, said Peter Rukav-
ina, who publishes in his blog
whether anyone reads it or not.

"It's primarily something I do
for a personal need," he said.

He started to blog in May 1999
for his web developing company,
blogging what looked like a
brochure, he said.

About three or four years ago he
started writing about different
things including technology, poli-
tics, restaurants or about his trav-
els.

He sees blogging as different
from what a journalist does.

Journalists write with an audi-
ence in mind. He doesn't have to
care about his audience, he said.

"I'm free to put a lot more per-
sonal opinion in what I write
about."

One's writing depends on their

audience and if they care about
their reputation. Rukavina will
sometimes write with other peo-
ple in mind, he said.

He thinks of blogging as a bit of
a luxury.

Journalists have a tradition or an
approach to uphold, a certain for-
mat or style. He sets his own
agenda, Rukavina said.

Anyone who blogs and does
stories should be aware of what
they write for personal protection
of their point of view, he said.

Although Rukavina may not
write the same as a journalist
would, he still enjoys the stories
they have to share.

"I wouldn't want to live in a
world where there's no journal-
ism," he said. "Similarily I don't
want to live in a world where it's
all journalism."

And journalists getting their
work reviewed by another pair of
eyes is healthy to have, he added.

Tim Currie, an assistant profes-
sor for online journalism at the
University of King's College in
Halifax, also sees blogs as being
helpful to the reader.

Blogs are providing opinion,
which may not necessairly be
news, but it’s a good dividing
line, Currie said.

They add a layer to the stories
readers may not get otherwise, he
said.

Not only are blogs helpful to
readers, they are a positive thing
for journalists as well, he said.

"Bloggers are prompting jour-
nalists to check all their facts and
figures in their stories."

There used to be an idea jour-
nalists were perfect, He doesn’t
think anyone believes that now,
Currie said.

"You lose your credibility if you
don't admit you're wrong." 

One blog that say it tries to help
the media is the DeSmogBlog.

The DeSmogBlog, based in
Vancouver, was co-founded by
Jim Hoggan and John Lefebvre
about three years ago.

Hoggan was tired of people in
public relations who were hired
by companies such as Exxon, to
suggest global warming didn't
exist.

If the media is going to use peo-
ple as sources in the stories, the
context should be there, said man-
aging editor Kevin Grandia.

The media has to research who
the scientists are, he said.

The blog has been breaking sto-
ries over the years.  

In 2007 the blog broke a story
about the Centre for Disease Con-
trol report changed by the White
House. The report had been edited
down and ommited key informa-
tion.

With unlimited space, the
DeSmogBlog got a copy of the
report and posted it online and
highlighted all the areas in red
where the edits were made, said
Grandia.

The problem with the main-
stream press is they can't show
the entire document. It doesn't
show you where the edits were
made, he said.

About 1.5 million people read
the story when it broke that day,
he added.

The idea blogs are killing print
is fading and there's a lot of cross
over between online and offline
media, said Grandia.

"I think if you're going to be
writing online and doing this type
of thing, you have to have a rela-
tionship with everyone you talk
to."

Those who report for the blog
range from scientists to reporters.

People won't read a blog if it's
not well written, said Grandia.

"If you want to be a source for
media, you have to be ethical," he
said.

With the Internet, media compa-
nies like TV and papers are bleed-
ing readers and viewers, he said.

People have started to rely on
the DeSmogBlog as a trusted
source, he said.

Blogs keep watch on journalists
and help the public informed

Peter Rukavina, is an independent blogger. He writes about technology, politics, restaurants and
his travels. McInnis photo.
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At the Centre of it all
By ROSS MAIR

Pacing back and forth at the
Charlottetown airport with
instructions to pick up an Oscar-
nominated actress, Dan Wall is
understandably as nervous as
much as he is anxious.

He has arranged for a Holly-
wood star to visit P.E.I., take in
the sites, sounds, and smells of
Anne’s Land and watch a per-
formance of Anne of Green
Gables - The Musical, from the
novel this young actress wholly
enjoyed.

The guest of honor, Abigail
Breslin, the Academy Award-
nominated child-actress best
known for her parts as Olive
Hoover in Little Miss Sunshie and
Nim Rusoe in Nim’s Island, has
come to P.E.I. on Wall’s and the
centre’s suggestion that it would
not only make for a fun trip, but a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to raise
the centre’s profile internationally.

After all, that is his job, to raise
the profile of the centre and bring
stories to the media, then helping
with their access in hopes of help-
ing produce a story that reaches
from Prince Edward Island to the
glam of Hollywoodland in Cali-
fornia.

It’s not every day Wall is zip-
ping off to pick up an actor or
artistic figure for a rare media
opportunity, but not a dull day
goes by at the centre, said Wall.

“It’s the nature of the entertain-
ment business, there’s always
something going on here.”

This wasn’t what he had
planned coming in as the centre’s
publicist last year, but after a year
he said he couldn’t imagine it any
other way.

“I never imagined I’d be sitting
beside Abigail Breslin, watching
Anne in Charlottetown. “(People)
don’t realize how much goes on
here. I wouldn’t want a job that’s
the same hour after hour.”

Wall has experience working in
journalism, freelance writing for a
weekly newspaper in British
Columbia before being hired
there, mostly working with nature
photography and features.

This helped him expand his
resume to include tourism, work-
ing with the Central Development

Corporatio in Nova Scotia and
eventually here on P.E.I.

Those jobs prepared him for the
work he is doing now and helped
him understand whats going thru
the mind of the people on the oth-
er end of the phone, he said.

“If I didn’t understand how they
work, I wouldn’t be able to do my
job.”

A large part of the job involves
writing press releases to be sent to
all local and regional media out-
lets.

While these releases promote
and get word out on new events
going on at the centre, they don’t
always fill their purpose, said
Wall.

They are supposed to give
reporters an idea for a story,
something to build on, but more
often than not, Wall notices his
press releases running unedited in

newspapers and feels reporters
should be doing more.

“I think that we provide oppor-
tunities to the media that wouldn’t
happen in a bigger city. It’s like a
big fish in a small pond.”

One local reporter who helps
make the most of those releases is
CTV’s Dan Viau.

Viau is on a release mailing list
and recieves sometimes 30 in a
day, some more helpful than oth-
ers.

“I use maybe 15 per cent of
what the government sends me, I
would say 95 per cent of what
Dan sends me is useful, 35 per
cent ends up becoming a story.”

And it’s not just good clean
copy Wall provides, he is gen-
uinely interested in helping tell
the stories, down the last detail
said Viau.

“If he says he is going to do

something, he will follow
through. If not, he will call you on
it. It makes a tremendous differ-
ence.”

Other media have also noticed
Wall’s enthusiasm and attention to
detail on the job.

Matt Rainnie hosts the CBC’s
radio show Mainstreet, and fre-
quently has interviews with per-
formers at the centre or sets up
contests with ticket giveaways.

“He’s the go-between. A good
communitcations person who’s
really quick and efficient,” said
Rainnie.

Rainnie is also impressed with
Wall’s ability to handle dealing
with all the various media.

“I’m one person and I’m sure
he’s getting requests from all
over. The Confed Centre is like an
octopus, it’s got its arms all these
different directions, and Dan han-

dles them all.”
Being the centre’s publicist

presents other, cultural problems,
like when Japanese reporters
shows up at the door, incredibly
enthusiastic about the Anne story
they are working on.

It’s not their level of profession-
alism that bothers to Wall, it’s the
language barrier.

“They plan things down to the
minutest detail, very conscien-
cious. They’re also very excited
and grateful to be covering Anne,
but they didn’t speak a lot of eng-
lish and we had no translator,”
said Wall

It is these scenarios Wall enjoys
most, the scrambling at the last
moment, the understanding that
journalists have time constraints
and other stories being juggled,
the movie star who needs to be
picked up and has to have the
interviews and photo-ops set up,
that’s the rewarding aspect of the
job.

And it’s his qualities as a person
that help him best deal with these
situations, said his boss.

Brenda Gallant, director of mar-
keting and development, said
Wall’s personality, understanding
of the media and previous job
experience has been an asset for
the Centre since his arrival.

“Very calm, nothing fazes him,
he handles it all diplomatically.
He helps people enjoy the centre.”

Since his first week, Gallant
said Wall has handled it all like a
pro, including when a keynote
speaker at the annual Symon’s
lecture fell ill and he had to
scramble to make sure it all went
as smooth as possible.

Also hindering him, Wall’s
predecessor held the position for
eight years, presenting a steep
learning curve for him to maneu-
ver.

“The instinct isn’t there yet, but
the first year under his belt has
given him the experience. He has
other things to tackle now.”

Gallant said the key for Wall is
to build on the foundations he has
put in place, so the centre will
gain more recognition.

“I hope he will be the one to
give us the most national atten-
tion,” said Gallant.

Dan Wall, publicist for the Confederation Centre of the Arts, works with the media reporters want to
do a story at the centre. Mair Photo

From movie stars to Japanese reporters keen on Anne, Walls works to get the message out



By KERRIE THOMPSON

Residents of Kensington and the
surrounding area have a paper just
for them.

The County Line Courier focus-
es on area communitites, resi-
dents, businesses and service
organizations.

Isabel Smith does the editorial
and layout for the paper while her
husband, Mike Smith, does the
sales and advertising advertising.

The paper is free and bi-month-
ly.

The Courier pays Canada Post
to deliver the paper to all post
office boxes in the greater Kens-
ington area and all rural route
mailboxes. Smith said there are
roughly 2,400 people year round
who get the paper, more in the
summer. The Courier, a communi-
ty-based paper, is not limted to
the community. There are sub-
scribers all over Canada and in
some of the United States.

For the most part, the Courier is
a two-person team, but on occa-
sion hire personel for special
issues.

Monthly columns include bird-
watching and gardening, financial
tips, local Island issues, human
interest stories, service organiza-
tions updates, seniors, the Histori-
cal Society, youth organizations
and library updates, said Smith.

“We serve a readership niche in
a geographically defined area
with content that is community
specific. I feel the County Line
Courier Community Newspaper
informs and entertains our readers
and plays an important role in our
community’s identity.” 

The Courier does not deal with
global issues and Smith said she
does not consider their paper in
competition with other papers
such as the Journal Pioneer or
The Guardian.

The Courier focuses on the
community and nothing outside of
the area where they aren’t com-
petitive. Over the past 18 years
they have built a strong relation-
ship with the people and service
organization in Kensington and
surrounding communities, Smith
said.

“We’ve been very fortunate.”
The Legion, Lion’s Club, Har-

vest Festival and the Kensington-
Bedford hockey exchange are
some common groups and events
the Courier covers.

The paper also promotes bene-
fits for people.

“We offer these community
minded groups, businesses, and
organizations the opportunity to
get their information out to the
communities, and highlight how
they support the area through
their donations,” she said

“Groups, businesses, and organ-
izations get events out through the
community paper,” she said

Their office is in the KenNet
building, just across from Com-
munity Gardens, it has been their
third move. 

Mike has his desk on one side
of the office while Isabel has her
own on the other side.

“We kinda draw a line on the
floor and I stay over here, Mike
stays over there,” she laughed.

There will be anywhere from 12
to 30 pages depending on how
much advertisement is sold in the

paper, she said. 
Advertising is how the paper

gets its revenue Mike Smith
makes ads for businesses to put in
the paper.

“He has 30 some years of expe-
rience so he knows what he’s
talking about.”

He said they have progressed
and grown over the years and
have worked hard to get where
they are today.

“I combine my graphic design
skills and my advertising skills to
get what needs to be said.”

Carrie Thompson of New Lon-
don said she loves having a paper
that focuses on the community. 

“The County Line Courier is all
about my community and I enjoy
reading about people I know in
the paper.”

Having only two papers a
month is enough, she said.

“I think two a month is good.

There might not be enough infor-
mation coming from K-town to
make a daily like the Guardian or
Journal.”

She prefers reading the County
Line Courier over the Journal, she
said. “It’s about my community. I
know what they’re talking about.
I know the people and go to the
places they mention a lot.”

Amanda Seaman is much like
Thompson in her views of the
community paper.

“There’s nothing I don’t read in
it. I love knowing what going on
and the County Line Courier does
an amazing job for covering
Kensington.”

She always read it, even when
she was younger, she said.

“My friends’ pictures were in
the paper for local sports and
whatnot. It always felt like a big
deal, no matter how big or small
the paper is.”

This paper’s a family

Mike Smith works up a few ads in the County Line Courier office. Thompson photo.
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The paper of Record in Sussex
By MIKE MCNEIL

Serial killer Allan Legere didn’t
intend to end up in Sussex, N.B.

And the police office didn’t
intend to shoot a hole in the floor.

On the run from a massive man-
hunt following four murders in
seven months, Legere hijacked a
cab and kidnapped the driver. 

A letter he left behind in a bar
in Saint John said he wanted to
make it to Miramichi three hours
to the north. 

There he planned to hijack a
plane and get out of the country.

Instead, the cab driver lost con-
trol of the car in a snowstorm and
went off the road. The next car to
pass stopped to help them out,
Legere now had two hostages,
one an off-duty policewoman.

Along the way they needed to
stop for gas, so they  pulled into a
truckstop in Sussex. The hostages
dug out spare keys and fled while
Legere was inside, prompting him
to hijack a truck and kidnap the
driver.

Hours later, while police were
on the scene, an officer’s gun
went off accidentally, damaging
the garage floor. 

Reporters from the weekly
Kings Country Record would
have a sensational story for what
might seem to most to be a sleepy
little ttown.

Sussex is small, with a popula-
tion of about 4,600 people, but
the town is a service centre for
about 35,000 people. The Kings
also covers outlying areas from
Hampton to Petitcodiac.

Being a weekly gives the staff
the opportunity to work closely
together and that makes for a
great paper said reporter Charlene
MacKenzie.

“It’s not like a daily where
you’re like a piece of Lego, they
can take you out and put you in
and everybody is interchange-
able.”

MacKenzie said the Record is
the paper the town relies on for
local news and what’s going on in
the community, rather than world-
wide stories.

“If our readers want to find out
what’s going on worldwide, they
will watch the news.”

Gisele McKnight’s association
with the paper began in 1993 as a
freelance columnist writing letters

to the editor. That resulted in the
editor at the time offering her a
column.

By 1995 McKnight began writ-
ing editorials, resulting in a first
prize for national editorial writing
from the Canadian Community
Newspapers Association. By 2000
she was hired as a reporter and in
2004 promoted to editor.

Since Sussex is a small town,
the residents depend on the paper
every Tuesday to catch them up
on what’s going on, she said.

“Our long history has made us
an icon in the community. If the
paper is late, we hear about it and
they’re  not happy,” said McK-
night. 

“If you’re in the paper, you’re a
bit of a celebrity for a week.”

The Record doesn’t have any
local competition other than a
small bi-weekly community bul-
letin board style booklet, said
McKnight.

“That would be the only compe-
tition, unless you want to include
the local radio station. There is no
other paper covering the Sussex
area.”

Being the editor can be stressful
and offer challenges, no matter
the size of the paper. 

The biggest challenge can be
getting everything done, said
McKnight.

“Reporters needing guidance,
editing, 200 emails a day, the
public coming in to yell at you or
praise you, answering the phone,
proofreading pages, doing admin-
istration work and so on makes it
next to impossible to fit the work
into 40 hours.”

Something that is reported every
week  in the Record is court, she
said. 

“If we didn’t cover court we
would be inundated with angry
calls. People love to read the
court section and ours is more

extensive than the dailies because
we cover both Sussex and Hamp-
ton.”

McKnight has since left the
Record to pursue a job at the Dai-
ly Gleaner in Fredricton as the
opinion page editor, but considers
her time with the  Record prof-
itable.

“Without the skills I picked up,
I would not have become an edi-
tor, nor would I have been able to
move to my present position.”

David Kelly took over as editor
at the Record, but he remembers
what it was like when he started
as a reporter .

Kelly recalls one assignment he
was sent out on as a new reporter. 

He was  expected to go to a
church in the area to cover a
home-school charity event, an
event which would result in
home-made pie for Kelly, some-
thing he was looking forward to.

Kelly set out to find the church

and cover the story, but after read-
ing the directions couldn’t figure
out exactly where it was located,
which was strange for such a
small place.

After driving around for an hour
Kelly noticed his gas light was on
and he remembered his wallet
was sitting on his desk back in the
newsroom. He began to worry
and eventually had to abandon his
assignment, worried he might not
make it back.

Kelly returned to the newsroom
to explain to his editor what had
happened. 

Upon reading the directions
more closely he figured out exact-
ly where the church was and his
editor pointed out it was directly
across from where he had grown
up. A rookie mistake, and it cost
him some free home made pie.

Since being promoted to editor,
Kelly said getting everything
done in a week can be a chal-
lenge.

“Managing people and making
sure they are getting things done
along with interuptions through-
out the day can make it hard to
get things done in a 40-hour work
week.”

Whatever happens the paper
must come out each week on time
to keep the readers happy, said
Kelly.

“Even people who move away
from here still receive the paper
to keep up with the news,” said
Kelly. 

“If people in the community
don’t receive the paper, the
phones are ringing off the hook.”

Steve Clark has been a resident
of Sussex for many years and he
said the Record has always been
on top of things and provides
great coverage in the community.

“I’ve been involved in organ-
ized sports in the community and
the Record has always been there
to publish any upcoming events
and get the word out.”

Like the rest of the town, Clark
looks forward each week to the
paper coming out.

“Since there is no other paper,
the town relies on the Record to
tell them what they need to know.
Every Tuesday morning Tim Hor-
tons is flooded with people drink-
ing their morning coffee catching
up on the news from the previous
week.”

The staff of the Kings County Record gather on the front steps of the building for a group shot with
student intern Mike McNeill, centre. Former Giselle McKnight is directly behind him on his right.
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By NATALIE HUNT

In the last federal election Alan
Hale, a journalism student at the
University of King’s College in
Halifax, was assigned to inter-
view a candidate running in the
city.

He decided to try calling Ted
Larsen first, the Conservative
candidate for Halifax.

Larsen’s communication’s offi-
cer answered the phone and asked
when he would like to do the
interview.

“Who are you with?”
“Well, uh, no one. It’s just a

class project.”
“Well, maybe we’ll have some

time for you later. We’re very
busy. Election and all, you see.”

Hale tried calling the Liberals
and said he was with the Gazette
– the Dalhousie University stu-
dent paper with a readership of
30,000. He was invited to a press
conference and promised a private
interview after.

At the press conference he man-
aged to ask questions, talk to
another candidate, a senator and
Ted Larsen.

A week later at the candidates’
debate Hale went to talk to Larsen
and the communications officer
stopped him. 

“Who are you with?”
“The Gazette.”
He was able to interview Larsen

with no trouble.
The Gazette covers the news for

King’s College and Dalhousie and
it has really helped him as a jour-
nalism student, said Hale.

“With the Gazette’s name
behind me I’ve been able to tell
candidates’ PR minions to piss
off, get more interviews and get
invited to more press conferences
than I would as a journalism stu-
dent.”

Dalhousie’s paper receives city-
wide distribution said Hale.

“You can walk into a restaurant
and find them more than you’ll
find the Chronicle Herald.”

A paper of this size is important
to his school experience because
there’s no other way to build a
portfolio for a job or grad school,
said Hale.

“Having articles you simply did
for class really doesn’t match
having a collection of published
ones in a paper in such a high

readership, even if they may be
the same articles.”

He’s not sure what kind of jour-
nalism he wants to pursue, but he
knows he wants to stay in the
business, he said.

“I certainly hope to be at some
respectable news organization
doing journalism that hopefully
doesn’t revolve around celebri-
ties’ eating habits.”

The Gazette is an example of
what a student newspaper can be
if it sets out to try to be taken
seriously like any other paper,
said Hale.

“It’s not just a place for clever
horoscopes.”

Rob Fishbook, president of the
Canadian University Press, said
university newspapers are impor-
tant because students aren’t
always involved on campus and
the newspapers help keep the stu-
dents informed.

“They’re important on all cam-
puses as a way to keep informed
and get involved.”

Canadian University Press is a
resource university newspapers
can use as their newswire service.
It provides learning seminars and
a media lawyer. Each student
paper gets one free hour of legal
service a year, said Fishbook.

He spent one year as a volunteer
writer at the University of
Ottawa, then two years as the
news editor and two years as the
manager of the paper.

Lucas McInnis, the editor-in-
chief of the newly renamed Pan-
ther Post at UPEI, said having a
paper at UPEI is important
because newspapers like the
Guardian are regional and will
cover some, but not all of the
news at UPEI.

There are stories at UPEI that
don’t get covered by other papers,

but are still important, said McIn-
nis.

“There’s no reason why students
shouldn’t know where their mon-
ey is going.”

Now that the Cadre is the Pan-
ther Post, McInnis is hoping it
will bring a new era for the paper
and focus more on journalism.

“There’s nothing wrong with
having a laugh, but that’s not
what a newspaper is for.”

McInnis said they’re learning as
they go and it’s harder at UPEI to
put a paper together than it would
be in Toronto.

“I hope people like the Panther
Post.”

This isn’t the first time the Pan-
ther Post has changed its name. It
started out as the Cadre, was
changed to the Panther Print, then
the Xpress, then back to the
Cadre, said McInnis.

Last year was a difficult year,

with was only four issues pub-
lished, said McInnis.

McInnis took over late in the
year and managed to put out one
more edition, then was hired as
the editor, said McInnis.

The budget for the Panther Post
was cut in half this. With only
four reporters and being at such a
small school, they’re struggling to
get copy for their papers, said
McInnis.

There has been some problems
with some of the reporters
because of their friendship, he
said.

“Positive reinforcement is better
than screams.”

He spends a lot of time in the
newspaper room at UPEI, even if
he’s just doing homework, he
said.

“That’s something this paper
needs.”

They lso need more reporters
and the reporters he does have
need to remember they can’t just
do two stories a month, said
McInnis. Still, it’s starting to
looking better and they’re getting
lots of positive reinforcement, he
said.

There’s another publication on
campus called the Semantic for
the less newsy stories that used to
be in the Panther Post. It’s a
blessing , said McInnis.

“If someone wants news they
come to us, if they want some-
thing else they go to them.”

Fred Vallance-Jones is an assis-
tant professor at King’s College.
He started his journalism career at
Carleton University in Ontario.

Vallance-Jones worked at the
campus radio, which was the typi-
cal student radio at the time. You
could smell marijuana in the halls
and it was the typical grab-bag of
rebellious people, he said.

“Things were less prudish
then.”

Student papers are more about
the experience, he said.

“They’re good places to learn
journalism.”

He always wanted to be a jour-
nalist and he grew up listening to
CBC, he said. Now that he’s
teaching journalism, he feels the
student papers are good for the
students because they learn how
to write on deadline, he said.

“They’re one of the few outlets
students have of real journalism.”

Some learn the trade on campus

Nicholas Oakes, a first-year journalism student at Holland College, reading a recent issue of the
program’s newspaper, the Surveyor. Hunt Photo
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By MIKE TURNER II

In the 1990s, Andrew MacIn-
tosh of the daily National Post
was investigating allegations
made against the former prime
minister.

There were suggestions Jean
Chretien had helped someone
who owed him money get a feder-
al government loan.

The prime minister’s lawyer and
the bank alleged the document
used in MacIntosh’s story was a
forgery, so they demanded the
document in a bid to find out who
gave it to the reporter. That set off
a lengthy legal battle with the
paper determined to protect its
source.

Confidentiality of sources is
offering protection to sources it is
important, says Bill McGuire,
news editor at the Guardian news-
paper in Charlottetown.

“If a breach of confidentiality
occurs, trust is broken.”

McGuire said it’s to the journal-
ist’s benefit to keep the source to
him or herself. 

“You can’t consider that person
in the future as a source, if you
don’t maintain that confidentiali-
ty.”

Amanda Mackay, a reporter at
the Guardian, said confidentiality
is important to reporters.

“It doesn’t take long in a small
province like this one for word to
get out and that would basically
be burning every bridge you’ve
built from there on.”

Mackay said people try to hide
things. 

“They may not want the whole
world to know that they were an
alcoholic or have some kind of
communicable disease.”   

McGuire said naming sources
makes stories more credible, so it
is important journalists know who
they are.

“Most journalists like to know
their story is well informed,
because then their story sells.” 

Mackay said in the past sources
sometimes didn’t want to be iden-
tified.

“That’s when I’d say, well in
that case I’m comfortable not
using your name or just say the
source remains unnamed.”

There are different ways a
reporter can offer protection, said
McGuire.

“You can say a source close to
the government or company, but

generally enough to not implicate
he or she, because that is consid-
ered finger pointing.”

McGuire said there are times
when sources don’t want to be
quoted.

“When quoting a source who
doesn’t want to be quoted, you
can say the Guardian has learned
that… which is completely safe,
so we run with that.”

However, McGuire said it is
crucial sources are verified.

“We can’t just get an anony-
mous tip and run with it. We need
a name, background check or
know the person.”

It is vital journalists verify their
sources, he said.   

“It’s important that they find out
where the tip came from and

where the info came from,
because a good story doesn’t just
land on your desk.” 

Tim Currie, an assistant profes-
sor on online journalism at the
University of King’s College in
Halifax, said it is difficult to
uncover information when
sources are at risk.

“In many cases, the only way
journalists can get information is
if people can offer it without fear-
ing for their jobs or their reputa-
tion.” 

It is a very useful tool in jour-
nalism at times, said Currie.

“For investigative reporters, it’s
one of the key ways reporters are
able to get information out.”   

Wayne Thibodeau, a political
reporter at the Guardian newspa-

per in Charlottetown, said
reporters have a wealth of infor-
mation coming their way and
most of it is prepared in
advanced.

“A lot of the information
received is information that is
carefully crafted, whether it be
from a corporation or a politi-
cian.” 

Sometimes information is not
true, sometimes it is, but slanted
to favor them for whatever pur-
pose they are disclosing the infor-
mation, said Thibodeau.

“People spend an awful lot of
time in ensuring that the message
that the public gets is what they
want them to hear.”

Currie said because the possi-
bility of false information exists,

journalists must treat confidential-
ity very carefully.

“Because journalism is all about
verification and transparency,
bringing in anonymous sources
goes against that, so it’s not
something you want to do too
often.” 

Thibodeau said it is the job of
the journalist to get sources on the
record and attribute as much as
possible, but this may not always
be possible.

“From being in the business, I’d
rather know what’s really going
on and maybe not use someone’s
name than to just be buying into
the spin.”

When offering protection, jour-
nalists must inform their sources
of the court’s ability to take
action, where they [journalists]
have no control, said Currie.

“The courts can put on the legal
pressure, or police action to seize
documents, so journalists should
not be giving their clients or
sources any iron-clad guarantees.”

Currie said the original decision
in the MacIntosh case, since over-
turned on appeal, did something
for journalism in Canada.

“It granted that journalists do
have a special function in socie-
ty.”

Canada doesn’t have any shield
laws for journalists, but there is
still a degree of respect for jour-
nalists, said Currie.

“There are many cases where
journalists may have to protect
their sources and the courts
should and do recognize that.”

Still, the Ontario Court of
Appeal issued a decision stating
Macintosh must give up the
report, which was sealed and in
his lawyer’s possession. 

The National Post has vowed to
try to appeal the ruling to the
Supreme Court.

Although courts respect journal-
ists when the relationship between
them and their source is diligently
fostered for the public’s benefit,
the judge ruled that MacIntosh
should not have that protection in
this case. 

Journalists can always deter-
mine how far they want to go to
protect their sources, said Currie.

“The reporter can refuse. He
can go to jail. 

“He can burn the documents,
but the courts can also take legal
action.”

Protecting sources crucial in journalism

Reporters can shake hands and promise to protect a source, but legal protections are few.
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Plugged in, or tuning out?
By ROBYN
SEYMOUR

Rhonda Mercer of St. Johns,
Newfoundland is one of many
Canadians tuning out - the radio
that is.

Although the 18-year-old occa-
sionally listens to the radio, she
would rather turn to her television
for up-to-date news and entertain-
ment.

“I’d rather listen to the radio for
weather updates because it’s quick
and to the point, but TV gives bet-
ter details when it comes to
news,” she said.

According to a recent study by
Statistics Canada, fewer people
are turning to the radio for enter-
tainment and news each year.

Over the last decade, the aver-
age time per week Canadians
have spent listening to their radio
has fallen by about two hours.

The 2007 Radio Listening Study
showed Canadians tuned into
their radios for roughly 18 and a
half hours a week that year, com-
pared with 20.5 in 1999.

Teenagers like Mercer tuned in
the least for all age groups - about
seven hours - while senior women
continued to be the medium’s
most ardent fans, spending an
average 22 and a half hours listen-
ing to the radio.

“Less teens are listening to the
radio now.” sais Mercer. “A lot of
them have MP3 players and
iPods.”

Melissa Dawe agrees. 
Dawe, an 18-year-old Memorial

University of Newfoundland stu-
dent, said in the past year alone
the number of people she sees
using their iPods has drastically
increased. 

"The only people my age I see
listening to the radio now are peo-
ple without iPods or people who
don't have a way to connect them
to their vehicles," she said.

Although she believes there is a
need for radio, she doesn't think
radio is as important as it once
was. 

"I like to listen to the radio for
the new music. When I hear the
news, I shouldn't, but I turn it

over. But without radio, people
wouldn't hear the new songs to
even put on iPods."

Dawe said although radio does-
n't play a big part in her life, it
would be different without radio.

"I find the radio relaxes me.
Without radio it would be really
different for me when I do my
homework, when I drive around
or just when I want to hear the
new songs being introduced."

According to the study, radio
listening has fallen in every
province, except P.E.I where it’s
20.9 hours a week, and Manitoba
where it’s 16.6 hours a week.

Henk van Leeuwen, managing
editor for CBC Prince Edward
Island, said Canadians are just
finding and enjoying audio in

more ways than was available to
them in previous years. 

“What we once knew as radio is
now being consumed in different
ways, and how you measure this
diversified audio consumption in
this country will be a tricky bit of
business,” Van Leeuwen said. 

There’ll always be a need for
radio, but how they do it will
evolve, said Van Leeuwen.

“People will always want to
hear good storytelling, good
newscasts and good music. It’s
how societies have always func-
tioned. Humans need to talk to
and entertain each other.

“The challenge facing conven-
tional broadcasters such as the
CBC is to figure out how to get
ahead of the listening curve from

a technological perspective,” he
said. 

Blair Rhodes, program director
for K-Rock 105.5, Charlottetown,
said he doesn't think radio listen-
ers are beginning to tune out, they
are just tuning in a lot less. 

"There are many more options
than ever before. 

“We have a very on-demand
society that wants what they want
and when they want it," Rhodes
said.

"I think if we continue to be
local and timely, there will always
be a place for us."

Beside, ipods, YouTube and
satellite radio can’t provide local
news, weather or breaking infor-
mation, he said.

"I think we also need to

embrace all these new medias and
use them to our advantage. We
have the benefit of having 98 per
cent connectivity. The Internet
doesn’t even come close to that."

Rhodes said people have really
begun to use the Internet as anoth-
er part of their day-to-day opera-
tions.

"With updated content, our own
versions of YouTube and by using
our sites to provide the on-
demand entertainment we’ve
become used to. 

“I can’t speak for other compa-
nies, but I know [station owner]
NewCap has some very cool ini-
tiatives to use new medias and our
own to continue to grow and
become more and more com-
pelling.

"I don’t think the situation is
nearly as desperate as some would
make it sound," 

Younger people are a concern
for radio companies, but they
want to have more of a younger
audience, Rhodes said.

"As they get older, they contin-
ue to be radio listeners. I think
with the younger end we need to
market ourselves slightly differ-
ent, more as a valuable tool rather
than just a music jukebox."

Many stations, including Char-
lottetown's K-Rock, have begun
to do this by using the new media
to their advantage. K-Rock now
has a database of listeners the sta-
tion can text when their school or
office is closed during a storm.

There are also stations develop-
ing more Facebook and iPhone
applications. 

"The idea is to create more
compelling and interactive pro-
gramming that would be suited to
the next generation," said Rhodes.  

"NewCap Radio is more than
committed to continue to evolve
the way we do radio. We have a
number of younger programmers,
myself included, who constantly
come up with new ideas to help
us grow.

"There will always be a place
for us we may need to evolve and
grow, but there's no other media
that can deliver with the immedia-
cy that we can.”

Melissa Dawe, an 18-year-old Memorial University of Newfoundland student, said although there is
a need for radio, she doesn't think it is as important as it once was. Seymour photo.

Technology letting many skip the radio and listen to what they want, when they want it
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Cutting through the spin’s not easy 
By SHAWNA MACAUSLAND

If you’ve been to legislature
lately, you might have noticed the
politicians talking in circles, using
long sentences and big words on
their topic of choice in response
to a unrelated question.

That’s what Teresa Wright deals
with every day. She’s a political
reporter for the Guardian. 

“I pretty much live here,” she
said as she sat down at her desk in
the newsroom to check her mes-
sages. 

She looked out the window at
the gray sky and tucked her news-
paper-print umbrella under her
arm and threw her purse over her
shoulder.

We walked the walk, as she calls
it, to the legislature less than a
block away.

“I remember being excited the
first time I came to legislature.”

The worn ends of her shiny
black stilettos clicked on the side-
walk as we came up to the build-
ing and people I’ve only ever seen
on TV greeted her.

She stopped to talk to a man
standing on the steps, dug through
her purse for her tape recorder
and clicked it on. He wanted to
get his message out, but he wasn’t
direct when answering the ques-
tions she asked.

Direct answers are a thing of the
past.

How do you cut through the jar-
gon in the legislature to write a
news story?

“With a hatchet,” said Steve
MacDougall, a CFCY radio
reporter.

His job isn’t too difficult
because he only needs a short
sound clip and a brief summary of
the main issues, MacDougall said.

“We only need a 15-second
sound bite, but I’ll use 30 seconds
if it’s good enough.”

Radio reporting isn’t the same
as newspaper reporting when it
comes to covering the legislature,
said MacDougall.

“I feel bad for thoses guys.”
His job is to pick out the top

issue of the day, he said.
“I try to find the story that will

affect more people, such as farm-
ing communities.” 

After question period, Mac-
Dougall usually seeks out the
leader of the opposition or the
premier for comments. 

“It depends on what the issue

is.”
Sometimes it’s harder to dig an

answer out of a response that isn’t
so direct.

“It can be messy.” 
Wright plugs her tape recorder

into the wall in the press room at
the legislature, and hangs her coat
up on the back of the door. We
walked out into the gallery and sat
down on a bench that looked
down on the political debate hap-
pening below. 

Wright’s pen flew across the
page as she took notes on some-
thing that seemed interesting to
her. I was listening to the same
speech and I couldn’t pull out
anything. 

Pat Martel works for CBC
Radio. He seemed to get more out
of what we just watched. He sat
in the press room with his shoes
off and laptop open in front of
him. 

Martel said it can be hard to get
a story out of the discussions
sometimes, but the theatre of it all
helps.

“When they’re back and forth
and yelling at each other it gener-
ates a bit of excitement.”

He writes down who said what
and jots down a number to indi-
cate the topic to keep his note
organized.  

“We don’t use clips when we do
the afternoon rant,” he said.

In the rant, a spot on the after-
noon radio show, he talks about
what happened in the legislature .

Guardian reporter Wayne Thi-
bodeau was also takes his notes
from the press room, where he
can watch live feed of the legisla-
ture on a TV in the room. He said
he justs takes note of who said
what and builds a story based on
that. He and Wright split up sto-
ries based on who has more back-
ground information on the topic.

“There’s two of us here, which
makes it easier. Teresa has cov-
ered PNP [an immigration pro-
gram] since it started, so there’s
no reason for me to jump into it.
She’s got all the background
information on it. I’ve read it, but

she’s more intimately involved.”
Some of the issues aren’t very

newsworthy. Some of the issues
have come up before and some
just aren’t important to many peo-
ple, he said.

“We want to use the issues that
affect a number of people. On
many days you will be juggling
six or seven stories. Today I’ll be
lucky to find one.” 

When interviewing spinners, it’s
important to stay persistent, use
resources to get information, and
if they get off topic, tell them you
don’t understand the answer, said
Thibodeau.

“It comes with a little bit of
experience. Sometimes it throws
them off guard enough to give
you a more direct answer.”

But if they don’t answer, it’s
important to tell your readers
what you have and what you
don’t have, said Thibodeau.

“We’re just an extension of the
public. The public has the right to
know what’s going on. They can
makes their own minds.”

A lot of theatrics go on in the
legislature. Outside, they talk
more directly, he said. 

“(It seems like they think) if you
really don’t know what they said,
they can’t be held responsible.” 

John Jeffery, the CBC Legisla-
tive reporter, said covering it for
TV is different.

“We only have a limited amount
of time on TV. The main story
and a second story are all we
need.”

Jeffery takes notes on the pro-
ceedings and finds out how he can
paraphrase.

“You look for a clip that sums
up what the issue is.”

Good video clips are short and
get to the point quickly, Jeffery
said

“Very rarely will we go on
beyond 15 seconds.”

After her interviews and and
notes are all taken and tucked
away, Wright walks back to the
Guardian and writes up her sto-
ries. It can be a long day, she said.

“Sometimes I’m here ‘til 11.”

CBC’s John Jeffery interviewing MLA Carolyn Bertram at the P.E.I. legislature. MacAusland photo



By SAMARA MEADE

When she heard her name being
called by her Grade 5 teacher,
Sally Pitt got up and proudly
accepted the award for her story
about puppies and the Humane
Society. 

That day, and that award, could
have been what decided the future
for the one-day journalist, news
announcer and court reporter.

“Ever since that day, I loved
writing,” she laughed, recalling
the story.

Pitt, who now works for CBC
Television in P.E.I, has been in
the business for over 20 years.
She has worked in newspapers,
magazine and radio.

Her love for writing and her sis-
ter's suggestion of journalism led
Pitt to the University of Kings
College in Halifax after high
school. She was editor of the
school's paper, which she loved.
After graduation she did freelanc-
ing for magazines.

Jobs at places came and went,
including the Eastern Graphic, an
Island weekly newspaper.

One of her favourite things
about working at the Graphic was
working with Jim MacNeill, edi-
tor of the paper.

"It's the best first job to have,"
she said.

MacNeill let her learn, fail, and
learn from failing. And when she
did make a mistake, he wouldn't
say I told you so.

Pitt said MacNeill also had a
great sense of humour. After cov-
ering a story and being threatened
to get sued, MacNeill’s only
response was not to worry about
it. 

“You're not a true journalist
unless you get threatened with a
law suit at least once,” he told
her.

"But the most important thing I
learned from him was never be
afraid to ask questions,” she said.

Pitt stayed at the Graphic for a
couple years, then moved to the
Scotia Sun, a Cape Breton paper
that went under after two years.
Moving around didn't bother her.

“You want to try different things

to see where you fit,” she said.
And Pitt did find where she fits.

CBC Radio in P.E.I had a job
opening. She stayed for seven
years until she became involved
in television, where she has been
for the past 13 years.

Although Pitt has the skill to do
national reporting, which she has
considered in the past, she loves
the hours and type of work CBC
P.E.I. provides.

Working in a place like Toronto
would be too busy, involve a lot
of travel, and she wouldn't be able
to see her family as much as she
does now, said Pitt.

Her devotion to her husband
and two kids also keeps her here.

“Every choice you make is
about negotiation.”

Being able to do something new
every day and telling people
something they didn't know is
Pitt's favourite part of the job.

“The thing I like here is that
you don't have to stick to just
courts.”

She also loves writing about the
environment, health and educa-
tion.

Although she gets to write dif-
ferent stories every day, Pitt is
well known for her court report-
ing.

Sitting in the courtroom is part
of her daily routine. It’s a routine
she loves and excels at, says CBC
TV executive producer Tracy
Lightfoot.

Lightfoot has worked with Pitt
since starting at CBC P.E.I. just
over a year ago and it didn't take
long for her to see Pitt's talent.

"She's really terrific on general
reporting, but her niche would be
court reporting," she said.

Pitt's strengths, like keeping in
touch with contacts across the
Island, are keys to the newsroom
and the stories they get, Lightfoot
said. Her ability to get people to
open up and talk about difficult
stories also makes the path to the
evening news hour clearer.

Director of prosecutions of P.E.I

Cindy Wedge has known Pitt for
about 10 years.

“She has great integrity. Sally is
a reporter I trust,” she said.

Pitt understands the rules of the
courts, and respects those rules,
which helps gain the trust of those
involved, she said.

“She understands criminal law
enough that she gets it right.
That’s all we ask,” said Wedge.

Court reporting isn't as glam-
orous as it may seem, said Pitt.
Things like threats are common
and Pitt realizes there may be
danger if she's not careful.

Once she was working on a sto-
ry and was threatened if she aired
it. She went ahead. Nothing seri-
ous happened. There were a cou-
ple of phone calls in the middle of
the night, but they stopped even-
tually. She also had a few unex-
pected pizza deliveries show up at
her door in the early morning
hours, but she simply ignored the
harrassment.

Still, she takes precautions,

keeping her phone number off the
staff sheet and keeping her car
door locked at all times.

"If there's an issue, I don't get so
close so it's a threat," she said.

“And remember, key out,” she
said while holding her key in
between her thumb and forefinger
after locking her car.

Despite that, of all the media
jobs she has done, television is
her favourite so far.

"TV can be a powerful medium.
It's the next best thing to being
there," she said.

Pitt said since Compass, the
one-hour daily news show, is very
popular on the Island, it's impor-
tant to have support and coopera-
tion to run smoothly. 

And they have just that. 
Once, when Pitt was working

on a wind turbine story, the man
she planned to have on the show
cancelled at the last minute. It
took her just five minutes to get
somebody else.

"People here really feel like
Compass is their show," said Pitt.

Bruce Rainie, the CBC TV
news anchor, agrees and gives Pitt
a big piece of the credit.

"We have the best supper-time
show in the country because of
precision and care and it wouldn't
be that way without people like
Sally.”

Rainie and Pitt have been col-
leagues for four and a half years.

Sometimes, when Rainie is
away, Pitt fills in as anchor.

"There's lots of jokes. Many lit-
tle things only behind the scenes
people would understand," said
Rainie.

"It's kind of cool because I
know I can take pride in our show
when I'm gone.”

The change of pace is some-
thing Pitt also enjoys.

Although Pitt loves her job, she
doesn't know where the future
will take her.

Her love for the station and the
Island may keep her here for quite
a while.

"I love P.E.I and I can't imagine
getting the satisfaction from my
job anywhere else. I’m very
lucky," she said.

Papers, radio, magazines, TV
- Sally Pitt has done it all

Sally Pitt, a CBC P.E.I. television reporter, makes time to work with the Holland College journalism
class despite her busy reporting schedule. Meade photo.
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